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Although delayed somewhat by frozen limbs, busted waterplpes, and general 
procrastination. The Videophile's Newletter lives! Some of you who do not 
live in the semi-tropics (?) may laugh, but we down home follcs just plain 
are not used to temperatures down around 12°, snow on the ground, and all 
the accompanying displeasures. 

I have decided to commit myself to at least five more issues of this modest 
venture. Details regarding the increased tab are to be found within. It will 
be my intention to make WN as worthy a product as my time and resources 
will permit, and will endeavor to attract as many serious new readers as I 
can. In other words you will be seeing advertisements in various places. If 
possible (and especially if it is well received) photographs, cartoons, 
reviews, interviews, indexes and similar items will be included. I will not 
do this just to fill up space, but rather will include only those things 
that would seem to be of genuine interest. In order to do these things it 
is necessary to switch to a bimonthly schedule , ... at least for two or three 
issues. The demands on my time are especially heavy from now until the first 
week in June, so frankly there is no other choice. The many letters and 
phone calls I have received are most encouraging. I hope that each of you 
will stay aboard. I know that there are many of you to whom I owe a response 
of some sort, and I will try my best to do so in the following spaces 


Hie Vldeojiiile’s Newsletter is supported, in part, by a grant frcm the land of Cotton 
Center for the Preservation of Popular Culture (old times there are not forgotten) and is 
published intermittently at 2014 S, Mzignolia Drive, Tallahassee, Flcarida 32301. Entire 
contents copyright 1977 ly Jim Lowe. Said checJ(s and bequests to him. All rights reserved. 



COMPLETE 

refei^nce encyclopedia of TV- 
brand new, 

and the only one of its kind ! 

Ml* In ater** for $20.aS. Your* for ONLY $2.SSI 
$<v> $27.00 whrn you |o(n itii Noiulgli Sook Club oM agno to buy 
4 booki or rocontt owt tho ntxt 2 yooro 


ITEM If you are not one 
allergic to book 
clubs, you may want to take 
advantage of the offer at 
left. I have not yet received 
my copies, but am told that 
the work is incredibly 
CMnplete. An excerpt from 
Marc Wielage's mini-review! 

"A fine, well-put-together 
book; lousy layout and 
typography, but lotsa good 
research ar'/wa”." 


ITEM It has come to my 

attention that Sony 
has called selected Betamax 
purchasers (some more than 
once) to conduct a survey of 
owners and (I guess) to get 
guidance as to the future 
development of the product. 
Among the survey questions 
asked is whether you would 
be interested in a feature 
that would automatically 
delete commercials. An 
autoiyitio pause and restart 
of some sort. If any of you 
know how this is technically 
possible (I have a guess of 
my own, and the opinion of 
another avid reader) I would 
appreciate your passing it on. 
Also would enjoy hearing 
about anyone else's experi- 
ences with the Sony survey 
of Betamax owners generally. 
Wish they'd give me a ringl 


FLASH! The most confounding problem to confront the oft frustrated 

Betamax hobbyist has been solved. Back in TVK #1, when I knew even 
less about what is going on than I do now, I complained and wondered about 
the mysterious "purple snow* that was messing up the recording of black and 
white programs. Since then we have learned the cause of this maddening 
phenomena, which is invisible (or nearly so) in the original broadcast but 
which plagues us on the taped replay, and now we have the solution. My 
faithful contact in Kansas City writes as follows: " When you're recording 
a BSW progrm, release the AFT button on the front of the Beteunax and use the 
fine tuning knob on the channel selector to tune the color signal out ... 
just turn it enough so that you get a good B&W picture and good sound. It 
works fine. This way no matter what they do at the T.V. station, you get no 
color on your tape.” I have tried it, and it irorks. In fact I didn't do 
anything except release the AFT button. Will experiment some more, but didn't 
want to delay any longer in passing along this valuable tip to you. This 
would even eliminate the slight color flashes associated with commercials 
in an otherwise clean signal. Simplicity itself. 


















end credits and tape the piece I want, minus commercials, in the middle. 

It makes for a nice half-hour show." 

Then there was the following from my main man in Southern California: 

Your thoughts on preserving Me and the Chimp, My Mother 
the Car and Car 43, Where Are You? are interesting, but I think 
it should be done under government grant, by some University. 

Who has that kind of money to invest in the amusement of posterity? 

In fact, I believe that this is actually being done, though whether 
the effort extends to sit-ooms and talk shows is questionable. 
Vanderbilt University is engaged in a program to preserve all TV 
newscasts, of a national nature, Joe Mazzinl speaks of a couple of 
places that are active in this field. My own thought on this is 
that perhaps the preservation of selected qommercials might lUlX be 
more regarding (and less expensive) on the personal level. A lot 
of money and technical know-how go into the production of these 
two»Tninute masterpieces. I am thinking now of things like the 
Marlboro series, the American Beauty Soup musical production 
number, some hair preparations, not to mention the current and 
fascSnating ’it makes me feel like I'm not wearin* NOTHIN'. A 
reel or two of these might bo of greater value in 2076 than ever 
so many episodes of The Mothers In Law. Also, many feature 
stars of the recent past, some of them almost unrecognizable, but 
others (like Karl Malden) in current series. Peter Sellers did 
some British Airways things that fans of his might want, and Bar- 
Bara Eden has done a couple of Lipton's Iced Tea things which I 
was not prepared to catch on tape. Anyway, it's a thought, and 
an economical one at that. Needless to say, it would not include 
Sailin' Sam slammin' the fenders on a 57 Chewie. Some things are 
best buried and forgotten. Some Eastern ooraraeroials do not find 
their way West, and vice versa. Watching the commercial parade 
with this thought in mind, it is easy to sort out the candidates 
for immortality and oblivion. The immortals won't strain your 
tape budget, believe itl Remember Coke's '1 Want To Teach The 
World To Sing' . It would be nice to see and hear it again. 

My initial response to this was one of interest, but also bewilderment ... 










